
 

Epiphany of the Lord 
 

 The prophet Isaiah 

returns one more time in 

this Christmas season, now 

on the feast of the Epiph-

any. In the final chapters of 

Isaiah (chapters 56-66), 

the prophet is proclaiming 

God's word to the Israelites 

who have returned to Jeru-

salem after the Exile in 

Babylon. What at first was a joyful return, has turned inward. Those who have 

taken up positions of power after returning to Jerusalem have marginalized 

even the Israelites who remained in the land during the Babylonian Captivity, 

not to mention the people of other nations whose defeat of Babylon actually 

facilitated Israel's restoration. In response, Isaiah proclaims that God's salva-

tion is for all. Every nation will stream to Jerusalem to worship the Lord. 
  

 Isaiah's message is reflected in Matthew's Gospel as he tells the 

story of the birth of Jesus. Christ comes for everyone! The followers of Christ 

in Matthew's community are not only the Jews who became Christians, but 

also the Gentiles who came to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. In Mat-

thew's Gospel this latter group is represented by the Magi, who come from 

afar, while the Jewish Christians, who believe in God's word, are represented 

by Joseph, the faithful spouse of Mary. 
 

 While the Epiphany is a great and joyous feast, it contains a caution-

ary message as well. God's salvation is for everyone. That means that no one 

can be excluded from the invitation to follow Christ. And once they choose to 

do so, they become our brothers and sisters in the Lord. If that is the case, 

when we demean, cast aside, or ignore others, we open ourselves to the 

same condemnation with which Isaiah castigated the powerful in Jerusalem 

in the sixth century BC. If we add statues of the Magi to our Nativity scene, it 

also means that we must add the stranger, the foreigner, the person not like 

us, to our life in Christ. 
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Weekly Events  
Mon  5pm Take Down Christmas Decorations 

Wed 6:30pm 2nd, 10th & 11th Grade Classes  

                            with Catechists 

 6:30pm 2nd Grade Parent Meeting for  

                            1st Com munion Prep 

Thur 5:15pm Liturgy Committee Supper Meeting 

 7:00pm RCIA Class 

 8:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting 
 

Future Events  
January 17         5:30pm  Youth Choir tapes TV Mass 

          6:30pm  Jubilation Choir tapes TV Mass 

January 18         7:00pm Finance Council Meeting 

          7:30pm Joint Parish Councils & 

          Finance Councils Meeting    

January 22                 Chili/Soup Bingo KC Fund Raiser 

January 25         7:00pm Baptism Class  

January 30         Lucky Leap Year Ticket Sale Deadline 

January 31         Lucky Leap Year Drawing 
 

Liturgy Committee  
Christmas decorations will be removed at 5:00pm on 

Monday. Monthly meeting is Thursday at 5:15pm. Please 

read òOrdinary Time during Winteró in your Sourcebook. 
 

Advent Charity -Thank you!  
We received this thank you from Anna Marieõs Alliance: 

Thank you for your gift of a car full of Christmas wish list 

items in support of Anna Marieõs Alliance.  You are mak-

ing a difference for the women and children we serve 

every day.  With your contribution we are able to provide 

the basic necessities and make their stay at Anna Marieõs 

a comfortable one.  Thanks Again for giving women and 

children fleeing domestic abuse a place to turn for help 

and a reason for hope. 
 

Lucky Leap Year Fund Raiser  
The drawing time is near. Donõt miss out on this 

opportunity to be a winner. If there is a financial 

burden and you can not afford the ticket as-

signed to you, please return them so that they can be 

made for sale by others.  Additional tickets will be avail-

able after the January weekend Masses or at the parish 

office. Pick some up to sell to family, friends and co-

workers.  With only 1000  tickets printed, there is great 

opportunity to be a winner!  The deadline to turn tickets in 

is at noon, January 30th at the office. The drawing will 

take place on January 31st at noon in the fellowship hall 

and winners will be listed weekly in the bulletin. 
 

Bingo & Chili/Soup Fund Raiser  

The KCõs will be hosting the annual Bingo event on Janu-

ary 22 from 2-6pm.  Come, play bingo, enjoy a bowl of 

chili or soup, then purchase some to take home. We ask 

you to bring some of your favorite chili or soup to share 

and sell.  Contact Steve Maciej @ 656-0921 for more in-

formation. Help reduce the debt! 

Immaculate Conception News  

Adult Sunday ....................................................... $2,663.00  

Visitors .................................................................... $120.00  

Other Income .......................................................... $118.80  

Total Received for Debt Retirement ................... $1,963.00  

Calendar Sales ....................................................... $500.00  

Faith Formation ........................................................ $75.00  

Christmas ............................................................ $4,685.00  

Christmas Flowers .................................................... $20.00  

Total Income Last week ................................... $10,144.80  
 

Year to Date Income ...................................... $203,923.33  

Year to Date Expenses ................................... $164,377.62  

Loan Balance (as of 12-01-11) ..................... $167,492.16  

December Debt Reduction Details 

Debt Retirement Donationséééé.éééééé...$6,085.92 

($3,485.92 in excess of  $2,600.00 Payment. This  

includes two large donations)  

Scrip Principal Only Paymentééééé.éé.ééé...$400.00 

Cookie Candy Saleééééé.ééééééé..ééé.$3,408.48 

Total Debt Retirement Received in December.é$9,894.40 
 

January-December Loan Payment Total..é.éé$49,521.24 

January-December Envelope Donations........é$38,353.13 
*Additional Principal Payments of $8400 were made in December  
 

The three wise men who came from the East to pay homage to the 

infant Jesus brought Him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 

as part of their worship.  What gifts have I brought to this  

celebration to offer to the newborn Savior? 

Stewardship Blessings  

Journey of Faith  
This Wednesday all parents of 2nd 

graders preparing for First Communion 

will have a meeting from 6:30 to 8pm 

in the parish hall. You will receive all 

the materials for preparation for First 

Communion. 
 

Youth in grades 2, 10 & 11 have class 

with their catechists.  
 

With the celebration of the Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord on Monday, the Christmas liturgical season comes to 

an end. We can be confident that the Light which has 

come into the world does not diminish or fade away. By 

virtue of the light of Christ, which we receive at Baptism, 

we are called to be the bearers of light to the world. Let us 

all find ways to bring the light of Christ to others in the 

New Year. 
 

Choirs  
We will rehearse on Monday, January 16: 

Youth Choir at 6pm and Jubilation Choir at 

7pm. Then, on Tuesday evening, we will tape 

Masses at the Pastoral Center in St. Cloud. 

We will arrange transportation at the practice, and need 

to arrive at the Pastoral Center by 5:35pm on the 17th.  
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Notes from Shirley:  
*Parents on Patrol January 11thñ Rod and 

Barb Kaeter. 

*6th Graders to meet with Chris Codden. All 

Parents are invited to attend with their 

children. 

 

 

Catholic Charities 
30th annual Mardi 
Gras Celebration will be 

held on Saturday evening, February 4 at 

River's Edge Convention Center in St. 

Cloud. This Party with a Purpose benefits Catholic Charities 

Emergency Services Food Shelf and Catholic Charities 

Domus Transitional Housing, a facility for homeless women 

and their children. Tickets are available for $85 by calling 

320.650.1665. Discounted tickets are available online at 

www.ccstcloud.org. 

Help provide food and shelter - while having a great time! 

 

Koinonia Retreat:  
Do you need a weekend retreat to renew your Spiritual 

Growth? To get away and let God work in your heart?  

Koinonia is an experience of community, prayer and vision 

based on the Pascal Mystery of Jesus Christ. The weekend  

starts on Friday , January 27th at 5:30pm and ends late 

Sunday afternoon. For more information, call Mary Lou or 

LeRoy Raden at 320 293-2080, email us at 

cmkoinonia@gmail.com  or check our website at 

centralmnkoinonia.org   Fr. Bob Pierson will be the Spiritual 

Director for this weekend. (Scholarships available upon 

need) 

Weekly Events  
Mon. Jan. 9th 7:00pm  ˋAdult choir party at Don & Rita 

    Kainzõs house. ̍

Tues. Jan. 10th   No Morning Mass 

Wed. Jan. 11th 7:00pm  Take down Christmas Treeñ 

    Everyone welcome. 

  7:00pm  Religion Classes 

Thurs. Jan. 12th   No Morning Mass 

 

Future Events  
Wed. Jan. 18th    7:30pm  Joint Parish Council and Finance 

             Committeeõs presentation at ICC  

             with George Sjogren. 

Wed. Jan. 25th    7:00pm  Baptism Class @ ICC 

 
 

Happy Birthday  
Tonya Simmons, Kristen Carriveau,  

Wyatt Montag, Jeremy Brand,  

Duncan Bukovich, Veronica Freiham-

mer, Jennifer Zwilling, Thomas Bemboom, Arlene Mead,  

Jason Zwilling, Ron Brand, Evi Thole. 

 

 

 

Bless this Day  
This day is full of beauty and adventure, 

help me Lord to be fully alive to it all. 

During this day, may I become a more thoughtful person, 

a more prayerful person, a more generous and kindly  

person. 

Help me not to be turned in on myself but 

to be sensitive and helpful to others. 

Let me do nothing today that will hurt anyone, 

but let me help at least a little, 

to make life more 

pleasant for those I 

meet. 

 

When night comes, 

may I look back on 

this day without 

regrets; 

and may nobody be 

unhappy because 

of anything 

I have said or done 

or failed to do. 

 

Lord God, bless this 

day for me and all 

of us. 

Make it a day in 

which we grow a 

little more like your 

Son,  

and gentle as Mary 

His Mother. Amen. 
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Stewardship Blessings  

 

Adult Sunday 1-1-2012 ......................................... $657.17  

Visitors .................................................................... $110.50  

Youth ......................................................................... $29.18  

Christmas ............................................................... $170.00   

Adult Sunday 12-25-2011 ...................................... .$85.00 

Building Improvement Fund ................................... .$20.00 

Initial Offering ........................................................... $41.00   

Solemnity of Mary ................................................. .$448.00  

Votive Candles ............................................................ .$4.75 

Cookbook Sales ........................................................ $13.00  

CUF Bake Sale .......................................................... $20.00  

Total Income ........................................................ $1,598.60  

 


