
 

  3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 For seven seasons the 

Discovery Channel's highly rated 

show Deadliest Catch has wowed 

viewers with the real life tales of 

extreme fishermen in the Bering 

Sea off the coast of Alaska. They 

are after crab, with hopes for a big 

payday if they're successful. But 

the challenges of weather, luck, and crew can leave a captain without a large 

enough catch and finally without a job. Viewers can watch from the comfort 

of their homes, settled back in an easy chair while a crew fights ice, high 

seas, equipment failure, and frayed nerves. What is entertainment for those 

watching the television is daily life on the boat for those who work at sea. 

  

 In the Gospel today, Jesus meets up with some fishermen. Simon 

and Andrew, James and John were casting their nets, probably not very far 

from shore. While the Sea of Galilee cannot compare to the Bering Sea, we 

know from the Gospels that storms can be violent on that body of water as 

well. Certainly at the time of Jesus fishing was as dangerous a job as it is to-

day. So when Jesus called the two sets of brothers to follow him, were they 

looking for a safer job? 

 

 Unlikely! Fishing for men and women is a lot more difficult than fish-

ing for fish. The disciples answered the call to follow Jesus. It is a call that he 

continues to issue today. Whether in the priesthood, the religious life, the 

married state, or the committed single life, Jesus is asking people to follow 

him, not in a job, but in a way of life. Just as the crew of a boat on the Bering 

Sea doesn't punch out after eight hours, the life of a Christian is more than a 

full-time job. Following Jesus forms the basis for our lives. We do it all day, 

every day. That is the call he gives. 
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