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We're introduced this
week to an unknown disciple in
John's Gospel. Two disciples are
followers of John the Baptist.
When Jesus walks by, John
- points him out to them and says,
"Behold, the Lamb of God."
These two go and follow Jesus
and spend the day with him. We find out in today's Gospel that one of the two
was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, who then goes and gets Simon Pe-
ter and brings him to Jesus as well. So now there are three who will follow
Jesus: Peter, Andrew, and this unknown disciple. As we'll discover in John's
Gospel during Lent and the Easter season, this third person is the beloved
disciple, the Gospel writer's stand-in for every Christian who follows Christ.

John wrote into his Gospel the beloved disciple to highlight the fact
that every believer encounters Christ. His presence among us is not some
past event. Christ is with us now, and we meet him in the breaking of the
bread, in the poor at our door, and in the neighbor we encounter. And Christ
is present in the word of God, the Scriptures.

There is a tried-and-true method of biblical prayer that capitalizes on
this understanding of the presence of Christ. Take a Gospel story and place
yourself in it as one of the characters. Read it and reflect on it as though you
were in the setting. For example, with today's Gospel you could imagine that
you are Andrew. You are chatting with John the Baptist when he points out
Jesus. There is something about that man that immediately attracts you.
What is it? Can you imagine that in your prayer? You and your friend go and
spend the day with him. Imagine what took place. What entranced you that
you had to go and find your brother, Simon, and bring him to Jesus? Let your
prayer unfold, and see where it leads you.
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Immaculate Conception News

Journey of Faith

The Sacrament of First Reconciliation will be celebrated
on Tuesday, January 31st with a special service at 7pm.

Our 11t Graders will go on their Confirmation Retreat to
the NET Retreat Center in West St. Paul: January 27-29.
The bus will leave the church parking lot at 4:15pm on
Friday, January 27t. Please review the list of what you
should and should not bring to the retreat. Pack a bag
lunch to eat on the way.

Question?

A question often asked me is whether or not it's okay to
go to communion more than once in a day or weekend.
The answer is, “yes.” Both Canon Law and the Catholic
Catechism state that a Catholic can receive the
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist two times per day if
certain conditions are met. The most important condition
is that the person participates fully in both of the Masses.
The Second Vatican Council says, “That more perfect form
of participation in the Mass whereby the faithful, after the
priest’'s communion, receive the Lord’s Body and Blood
from the same sacrifice is warmly recommended.” So, if
you go to both the Saturday evening and Sunday Mass,
you can receive both times. If you go to a wedding Mass
on Saturday afternoon and the Saturday evening Mass,
you can receive both times. The only stipulation | could
find against receiving communion twice in the same day is
through the reception of the Eucharist two times in the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Stewardship Blessings

AUIE SUNTAY ettt s enens $2,340.00
LV 41T 10 ) £ $168.66
Other INCOME ..t e et eee e s e ee e s $74.50
Total Received for Debt Retirement..........cccee....... $245.00
] 6 [0 1O e VA= (o $88.00
Calendar Sales ......oeecceeeeeeceeeeeeeee et $1,820.00
Faith FOrMation ......ceceveeeeeeeieeeeeceeecee e e eeeeeeeens $235.00
Total Income Last WEEK .....cccueeeeeeeieecceeee e, $4,971.16

To meet budget per week — $5,705.58-this includes
monthly loan payment ($2,600.00 )

Year to Date INCOME ...ccceeveeveeceeceeceereeeae $208,894.49
Year to Date EXPENSES....ccccvvceeeeeceerreaireaeenns $180,034.26
Loan Balance (as of 01-01-12) .....ccceveuvenee-e. $157,246.92

In today’s first reading, we hear Samuel respond eagerly,
“Here | am” each time the Lord calls him.
May we, too, be listening for the call of God in our lives
and be ready to say like the psalmist,
“Here am |, Lord; | come to do your will.”

Weekly Events
Mon  6:00pm Youth Choir Rehearsal for TV Mass
7:00pm Jubilation Choir Rehearsal for TV Mass
Tue 5:30pm Youth Choir Records TV Mass
6:30pm Jubilation Choir Records TV Mass
Wed  7:00pm Finance Council Meeting in
Church Fellowship Hall
7:30pm Joint Finance/Parish Councils
Meeting with George Sjogren
Thu 7:00pm RCIA Class
Sun 9:45am Jubilation Choir Rehearsal
2:00pm KC Bingo and Chili/Soup Fund

Raiser for Debt Reduction
Future Events

January 25 7:00pm Baptism Class
January 30 Lucky Leap Year Ticket Sale Deadline
January 31 Lucky Leap Year Drawing
The parish extends our sympathy to the fam-
=|1= ily of Merle Long, whose funeral was held
“Isl;mpathy here January 7. Please remember him and

his family in your prayers.

Choirs

Practice is Monday evening at 6pm for
Youth Choir and 7pm for Jubilation Choir.
We will rehearse for the TV Mass taping
the following evening.

St. Cloud Visitor

You will find in your January packet an envelope for the
St. Cloud Visitor. The parish is assessed a set fee by the
diocese, based on the number of families in our parish. A
contribution of $17 would be greatly appreciated to help
defray that assessment. This newspaper provides valu-
able educational reading information to enrich our faith.

) Baptisms
U P

> Congratulations to the following families who
Baptism  had children baptized into the Catholic Faith:

e Hank John Henderson, son of Nicholas & Dawn
e William Dennis Marschel, son of Michael & Ann
Welcome to our Parish family!

Lucky Leap Year Fundraiser
o There are only a few days remaining to pur-

'&,\#* chase your lucky ticket! Additional tickets are
ff\“} available after the January weekend Masses
d or at the parish office. Every ticket is eligible

“ 7 for each day’s drawing! There are 29 chances
to win. The deadline to turn tickets in is at noon, January
30th at the office. The drawing will take place on January
31st at noon in the fellowship hall and winners for the
first four days of February will be announced at the draw-
ing and the remaining days listed weekly in the bulletin.
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Annunciation News

Notes from Shirley:

*Parents on Patrol January 18th — Mike & Margie Kahl
*January 25th—10th Graders are going to the Funeral
Home—Could use some parents as Chaperones and drivers—
Please call Shirley if you can help out. 259-4941.

Parish Council Openings:

Interested to join Parish Council? Speak Up now! There are 2
adult and 1 youth positions open to represent the
congregation in feedback and to take an active role in parish
ministries (social, cemetery, maintenance, liturgy, religious
ed). Terms begin in March, 2012 and for adults they are 3
years with opportunity for a second consecutive term. For the
youth position—you need to be in 10th grade right now and it
is a 2 year term. Meetings occur in alternate months, each
second Tuesday from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. If interested speak
with one of our trustees, Duane Wentland or Dennis
Emslander or contact the parish office at (320)252-1729.

Annual Catholic School Dance

Team Jamboree cathedral High School will
host on Saturday, 1/28/12 this event which benefits ALS
Research, begins at 2 pm in the Cathedral North Gym. There
will be High-Kick and Jazz teams. There will be 15 different
dances in all. All proceeds from the event - including
admission, concessions and special events - will be donated
to ALS Research. Tickets are available at the door and are
$6/adults and $4/students K-12. For more information,
please contact Emmett Keenan at: ekeenan@chsj23.org or
320-257-2130.

ACatholic Night of Praise:

We are calling all youth and young adults! Come and join us
for Catholic Night Of Praise! The C.N.O.P as we call it, is a
fantastic experience for the youth of the Catholic church as
we praise the Lord with song! 5

The C.N.O.P is held on the 3rd Saturday of every month in
the lower church of St. Mary's Cathedral from 7 to 8:30 PM.
Worship will be lead by the band These Guys and the night
will be under the spiritual direction of Fr. Tony Olerich. Bring
a friend or two or five and come meet the Lord on Saturday
January 21st!

Stewardship Blessings

AU SUNAAY.eeeiveeieeticeecte e v $3,052.01
LV ALY (o) £ $19.92
B (01U T $8.98
(0 a1 1=3 11 0 1= T $ 865.00
Adult SUNAay—12/25/201Luucceeeveereeeeereeeeseeresnenns $120.00
Building Improvement FUNd ........ccoceeveeeeeeveeeeeenens $130.00
INItial OFfEIING c.veeveeveeeeceeeeeieseeeee et e ee et e e seeseensennens $58.00
Solemnity of Mary—12/31/201 ....eveeeeeerereenen. $1,000.00
Solemnity of Mary— 01/8/2012 .......vveereeeereererens. $240.00
VOtIVE CANAIES ....cveeeeeeeeeceieceiecteeeeeeseeeseeeeeeeesseesaesneean $7.00
L] O [oTU T /1= (o $20.00
Total INCOME .. $5,520.91
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Weekly Events

Wed. Jan. 18th  7:30pm Joint Parish Council and Finance
Committee’s presentation at ICC
with George Sjogren.

Future Events
Sun. Jan. 22nd 8:30am Children’s Liturgy
Wed. Jan. 25th  7:00pm Baptism Class @ ICC

15th Annual Buffalo
Raffle and Feed:

January 28th, 2012 at the Pierz Ballroom
sponsored by the Pierz Knights of Columbus
with half of the proceeds going to the American Cancer Soci-
ety. Grand Prize $1000.00 and 50 pounds of Buffalo Meat.
Buffalo Feed $5.50 from 4:30pm to 8pm with the raffle
drawing at 8:15pm. See back bulletin board for more raffle
information.

Koinonia Retreat:

Do you need a weekend retreat to renew your Spiritual
Growth? To get away and let God work in your heart? Koino-
nia is an experience of community, prayer and vision based
on the Pascal Mystery of Jesus Christ. The weekend starts
on Friday , January 27th at 5:30pm and ends late Sunday
afternoon. For more information, call Mary Lou or LeRoy
Raden at 320 293-2080, email us at cmkoino-
nia@gmail.com or check our website at centralmnkoino-
nia.org Fr. Bob Pierson will be the Spiritual Director for this
weekend. (Scholarships available upon need)

... Catholic Charities 3oth
72 .
4 i’f'//» annual Mardi Gras

%7 Celebration will be held on Satur-

day evening, February 4 at River's Edge Con-
vention Center in St. Cloud. This Party with a Purpose bene-
fits Catholic Charities Emergency Services Food Shelf and
Catholic Charities Domus Transitional Housing, a facility for
homeless women and their children. Tickets are available for
$85 by calling 320.650.1665. Discounted tickets are avail-
able online at www.ccstcloud.org.
Help provide food and shelter - while having a great time!

Mayhew Lake Softball has a few open-

ings. Chuck Wocken who has done such a wonderful job as
“Commissioner” is stepping down and Cindy Gans who has
been keeper of the checkbook is ready to pass it on. Anyone
interested in one of this positions please call 252-1729.

Happy Birthday

Heidi Kasella, Frances Adelman, Roger Tabatt,
Lynda Gansy , Krista Jarnot ,
dra Rajkowski, Kevin Seifermann, Thomas Knott,
Janice Buermann, Jonell Conroy, Carmel Fox,
Sarah Larson, Alvin Molitor, Kimberly Molitor.

Look at the birds of the air: they do not sow or
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Fat
them. Are you not much more valuable than

(Matthew 6:26 NIV)
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Mass Schedule

Tues 8:30 am (ML) tConrad Brenny, Jr.

Wed 8:00am

Thur 8:30 am
Fri 8:00 am
Sat  5:00 pm
Sun 8:30am

10:30 am

Py

R) tMerle Long-D.&B. L.

ML) tDorothy Montag

R) 1t Art Knafla

R) tDorothy Aschenbrenner-E.A.
ML) tDavid Schlichting

R) People of the Parishes

Week of January 9-15
Rice Ministry Schedule

Daily Mass Lector: Eileen Saldana

Cantor
Sat  5:00 pm
Sun 10:30 am

Lector

Sat  5:00 pm
Sun 10:30 am

Servers
Sat  5:00 pm
Sun 10:30 am

Greeters
Sat  5:00 pm
Sun 10:30 am

Ushers
Sat  5:00 pm

Sun 10:30 am

Host Count
Sat  5:00 pm
Sun 10:30 am

Body of Christ
Sat  5:00 pm
Sun 10:30 am

Blood of Christ
Sat  5:00 pm

Sun 10:30 am

Issac Popp, Katie Schmitt
Jubilation Choir

David Popp
Lori Mader

Logan & Dalton Siemers
Emma Mader, Tamber Moon

Jan Solarz, James Moon
Dan Posch, Adam Virnig, Ethan Zimny

Bret & Doug Gansen,

Jim Schlangen, Joe Voigt
Nick Preusser, Bob Kerestes,
John & Ray Thompson

Kathy Siemers
Theresa Eisenschenk

Megan Petron
Michele Hiscock

Mary Lepinski, Karen Wolbeck,
Lisa Wannigman, Bill Rauch
Catherin Held, Roxanne Saldana,
Diane Wojtanowicz, LUAnn Trutwin

Communion at Home:
Please call Mike Kampa 393-4223

Mayhew Lake Ministry Schedule

Lectors:

Sun. Shirley Scapanski & Charlotte Roeber

Eucharist:

Sun. Duane Wentland

Ushers:

Sun. Bob Popp(S), Bonnie Popp, Jeff Popp and Lisa

Popp
Servers:

Sun. Joshua Cash

Greeters:

Sun. Scott & Alice Brenny
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News for Both Parishes

Joint Parish & Finance

Council Meeting

There will be a Joint meeting of Annunciation &
Immaculate Conception Parish & Finance Councils on
Wednesday, January 18th at 7:30pm in the fellowship
hall at Rice. Our speaker will be George Sjogren from
the St. Cloud Diocese.

Baptism Class for both
parishes will be on Wednesday, January
25, 7:00pm at Immaculate Conception
Church. All parents are expected to
attend before their baby is baptized if you
haven’t attended a class here in the past. It is a good
experience to grow in your faith and deepen your un-
derstanding of the Sacrament of Baptism. Call one of
the parish offices to register for the class. Thank you!

Love Makes Everything Possible
You are invited to A Catholic Women’s Conference on
Feb. 4th 7am-3:15 at Mary of the Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Rockville. Speakers are Maureen &
Jim Otremba and Father Scott Pogatchnik. The day
begins with 7am confessions and 8am Mass. Regis-
tration is $25 ($30 after Jan. 28th), $15 for students.
There is limited seating so register early (after Jan.
28th call for availability). For more information, schol-
arships or seating availability please contact Diane
Hansen at (320) 252-9299.

Daily Scripture
Readings for
< January 15-22, 2012

Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/1 Cor 6:13c-153,
17-20/Jn 1:35-42

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday: St. Anthony Abbot (Memorial)

1Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday: 1Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12
Friday: 1Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19
Saturday: 2Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/

Mk 3:20-21
Next Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor 7:29-31/

Mk 1:14-20
Question of the Week

In what ways do | experience being called by Jesus?
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