
  Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

 

 January 1 is the oldest 

celebration of Mary in the Catholic 

Church. The custom of honoring 

the Virgin on the first day of the 

New Year originates in the sixth 

century, when her celebration was 

tied to the octave day of Christ-

mas, the eighth day after Decem-

ber 25. In doing so, ancient 

preachers would remind their congregations about the role that Mary played 

in the history of salvation. Jesus was born of a woman, and so, as Eucharistic 

Prayer 4 states, "Made incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary, he shared our human nature in all things but sin." The human nature 

of Christ is rooted in his being born like us. As we round out the Christmas 

celebration with its Octave Day on January 1, we venerate the woman who 

gave birth to him.  
  

 There is a dual action in today's Gospel that is sometimes over-

looked. The shepherds find the infant in the manger as has been told to 

them by the angel. And then they go out to tell others about the child. In the 

meantime, Mary reflects on all these things in her heart. These are the two 

complementary stances of the Christian: action and reflection. Both are 

needed for a balanced spiritual life. It is, in effect, putting into practice the 

two great commandments: love God and love your neighbor. 
 

 As we begin the New Year, it is customary to make resolutions: to 

diet, to exercise, to change something in one's life. Like Mary, who reflected 

on the events surrounding the birth of her child, we take some time to reflect 

on our own lives: where we have been, and where we are going. The Gospel 

gives us the opportunity to situate that reflection in a spiritual context. What 

does the birth of Jesus mean for me spiritually (reflection), and what do I in-

tend to do about that in my daily life (action)? 
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Weekly Events 
Wed       6:30pm  Journey of Faith 

Fri          8am        First Friday Mass 

                             *After Mass-Exposition of the Blessed                                                                                                                                                                                               

                            Sacrament, Reconciliation and Benediction 

Sunday, Jan. 8    Mass time changes to 10:30am 

Future Events 
January 17         5:30pm  Youth Choir tapes TV Mass 

          6:30pm  Jubilation Choir tapes TV Mass 

January 22                 Chili/Soup Bingo KC Fund Raiser 

January 30         Lucky Leap Year Ticket Sale Deadline 

January 31         Lucky Leap Year Drawing 

July 14 & 15         Summerfest 
 

Thank You 
to our Youth & Jubilation Choirs for their music 

ministry in our parish. During this week of Na-

tional Choir Appreciation, we thank them and our 

Cantors for their on-going dedication to enriching 

our worship experience; 

to all the liturgical ministers and musicians who 

made our Christmas Masses special: both Choirs 

& Director Chris Van Heel; Cantors Katie Schmitt, 

Isaac Popp, Austin Kostreba, and Eric Skroch; 

and our instrumentalists: Emma Mader-violin, 

Stacy Skroch-clarinet,  Amy Skroch-saxophone, 

and Jason Skroch-French horn. Thank you for 

sharing your beautiful talents with us. 

To the Rice Women of Today and Rice BP Station 

for their generosity to needy parish families. 
 

Lucky Leap Year Fund Raiser 
Sales are under way for this important parish 

fund raiser.  Please buy or sell the tickets 

assigned to your family. If there is a financial 

burden and you can not afford them, please 

return them so that they can be made for 

sale by others.  Additional tickets will be 

available after the January weekend Masses or at the par-

ish office. Pick some up to sell to family, friends and co-

workers.  There have only been 1000 tickets printed, so 

there is great opportunity to be a winner!  The deadline to 

turn tickets in is at noon, January 30th at the office. The 

drawing will take place on January 31st and winners will 

be listed weekly in the bulletin. 
 

Bingo & Chili/Soup Fund Raiser 

The KCõs will be hosting the annual Bingo event 

on January 22 from 2-6pm.  Play bingo for gift 

certificates from local restaurants.  Enjoy a bowl 

of chili or soup at the event.  Then purchase 

some to take home with you.  We ask you to 

bring some of your favorite chili or soup to share and sell.  

Please call Steve Maciej @ 656-0921 by January 13 if you 

plan to bring some in for the fund raiser. Come for fellow-

ship, fun & help reduce our building debt! 

Immaculate Conception News 

Adult Sunday ....................................................... $1,576.00 

Loose Plate ............................................................. $896.76 

Other Income ............................................................ $48.44 

Total Received for Debt Retirement ...................... $855.00 

Christmas ......................................................... $14,073.00 

Faith Formation ...................................................... $175.00 

Christmas Flowers .................................................... $40.00 

Calendar Sales ....................................................... $820.00 

Cookie Sale ............................................................... $20.00 

Cookbooks ................................................................ $75.00 

Total Income Last week ................................... $18,579.20 
 

To meet budget per week ñ $5,705.58 -this includes 

 monthly loan payment ($2,600.00 ) 
 

Year to Date Income ...................................... $193,778.48 

Year to Date Expenses ................................... $156,516.89 

Loan Balance (as of 12-01-11) ..................... $167,492.16 

 

The first reading today recalls Godõs special blessing upon 

the Israelites.  The Lord has been gracious to us as well, 

pouring into our hearts that spirit which knows Him as  

Father and makes us His children.  May we , like Mary,  

treasure those things in our hearts and live gratefully. 

Stewardship Blessings 

Journey of Faith 
This Wednesday is our parish Journey of 

Faith. The adult session of our Biblical 

Walk through the Mass will focus on the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist. Learning about 

this part of the Massõs roots in the 

Jewish faith will help us understand how 

Jesus initiated it and what each part of it means. Come 

and enrich your knowledge of the Eucharistñthe source 

and high point of our Catholic faith. All adults are welcome 

to join us. Please bring your Bible. 
 

Students in grades K-9 are reminded to bring their 

homework. Your dedication to doing a thorough job is very 

important. 
 

Our RCIA Class meets on Thursday evening at 7pm. 
 

Today, as we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 

Mother of God, we should reflect on her example of 

reflection. Mary meditated. In our busy lives today, we 

often overlook meditation as a prayer. Letõs make it a New 

Yearõs resolution as families. 

 

Many of us consider making New Yearõs 

resolutions. One could be becoming more 

involved in church. How about a Liturgical 

Ministry? Please contact Pat Spence if you 

would like to do so. 



Notes from Shirley: 
Parents on Patrol January 4th ñ Chad & Jennifer 

Hinkemeyer 

 

Congratulations: 
To Natilee Marie Montag, daughter 

of Matthew and Kasey who was 

received into our Catholic faith 

through the waters of Baptism 

today, Jan. 1st, 2012. 

 

Franciscan Sisters 
Of Little Falls invite everyone to join them for Taize prayer on 

Thursday, Jan. 5th from 6-7pm in Sacred Heart Chapel at St. 

Francis Convent, Little Falls. Encounter the mystery of God 

through the beauty of simplicity. For info call 320-632-0668 

or e mail franciscanlife@fslf.org. 

 

Natural Family Planning: 
Meets Thurs. Jan. 26 at 6:30pm at the Office of Marriage & 

Family in St. Cloud. Call 320-252-4721 to register or if you 

have any questions. 

Weekly Events 
Mon. Jan. 2nd        No choir practice 

Wed. Jan. 4th 7:00pm       Religion Classes  

Sun. Jan. 8th 8:30am       8:30am Mass today till July 

         Epiphany and Childrenõs Liturgy 

Future Events 
Mon. Jan. 9th  No choir practice 

Tues. Jan. 10th  No Morning Mass 

Wed. Jan. 11th 7:00pm Take down Christmas Treeñ 

  Everyone welcome. 

Thurs. Jan. 12th  No Morning Mass 

 

So Many Thank Youôs... 
*To Renee Zeleny, producer and organizer of the 2011  

Pageant! Thank you parents! Most of all, a thank you to our 

parish youth. We are amazed by your talent and dedication! 

The set, lighting, costumes, music, choreography, videogra-

phy, and acting, were amazing. We are certainly blessed as a 

parish community. Can you believe it? The Christmas Pag-

eant had a live baby Jesus again! Thank you to Jenny & Ja-

son Zwilling. Pageant dress rehearsal photos are available at 

the church web page, www.cloudnet.com/~annunciation . 

*To all who helped to decorate and make the Church look so 

festive for the Christmas Season.  It is so wonderful how 

many hands make such light workñbut what an impact! 

A special Thank you to Anita Montag for all her special artis-

tic talents through out the whole year. 

*To the Liturgical Ministers, Choir, Pianists, and all who 

made the Christmas Season come alive for all of us. A spe-

cial Thank you to Father Tom and our choir director, Rita 

Kainz. 

*From Catholic United Financial to all those who baked and 

brought stuff to sell and all those who bought the Christmas 

goodiesñthey made $361.50 for the matching grant for the 

religious education program at the Bake Sale on Dec. 18th. 

*To all those who volunteered their time and those who gave 

blood at the blood mobile on Dec. 19th. Also for everyoneõs 

patience that day. The blood mobile collected 109 units of 

blood. 
 

Happy Birthday 
Bill Hoffman, Darcy Popp, Lawrence 

Rajkowski Jr, Landon Bemboom, 

Joshua Hiemenz, Anthony Wocken, 

Gregory Marshall, Thomas Agnew, 

Richard Brand, Donna Burczyk, Kayla 

Kahl, Michael Anderson, Corina 

Schlichting. 

 

Happy New Year to allñMay 2012 be filled with 

countless blessings! 
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Sunday December 18th, 2011 

Adult Sunday ....................................................... $1,892.25 

Visitors ...................................................................... $69.98 

Youth ......................................................................... $29.69 

Immaculate Conception .............................................. $5.00    

Christmas Flowers ................................................... .$80.00 

Retirementð Religiouséééééééééééééé...$100.00 

Initial Offering ............................................................. .$4.00 

Christmaséé...é..éééééééééééééééé...é$40.00 

Votive Candles ............................................................. $8.75 

Cookbook Saleséééééééééééééééééé.$379.00 

Catholic United Financial Bake Saleééééééé..$335.50 

Total Income ........................................................ $2,944.17 

 

Sunday December 25th, 2011ñCHRISTMAS 

Adult Sunday Dec. 25th ...................................... $2,540.00 

Visitors .................................................................... $337.08 

Youth ......................................................................... $23.89 

Christmas ........................................................... .$7,368.00 

Initial Offering .......................................................... .$20.00 

Votive Candles ............................................................. $7.60 

Catholic United Financial Bake Sale .......................... $6.00   

Cookbook Sales ....................................................... .$26.00 

Building Fund ........................................................ .$270.00 

Christmas Flowersééééééééééééééééé$100.00 

Total Income ..................................................... $10,698.57 



 

Mass Schedule 
Tues 8:30 am (ML) ÀDavid Schlichting 
Wed 8:00 am (R)    ÀGene Longð J. L. 

Thur 8:30 am (ML) ÀCecilia Perish 

Fri 8:00 am (R)    ÀLinn Familyð M. & A.  L 

Sat 5:00 pm (R)    ÀJohn Wojtanowiczð D. T.  

Sun 8:30 am (ML) ÀGerald Scapanski 
 10:30 am  (R)    People of the Parishes 

*Friday Mass will be followed by Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament, Reconciliation and Benediction. 
 

Week of January 2-8 
 

Rice Ministry Schedule 
 

Daily Mass Lector:  Pat Kollodge 
 

Cantor 

Sat 5:00 pm Rebecca Trana, James Moon 

Sun 10:30 am Jubilation Choir 
 

Lector 

Sat 5:00 pm Joe Katzner 

Sun 10:30 am Mike Kampa, Natalie Schmitt 
 

Servers 

Sat 5:00 pm Tamber & Hannah Moon 

Sun 10:30 am Taryn Czech, Mataya Czech 
 

Greeters 

Sat 5:00 pm Lucy Hovland, Mark Kruger, Kaytlin Klosss 

Sun 10:30 am John & Deb Thompson,  

  Kari Hiscock, Kaitlin Preusser 
 

Ushers 

Sat 5:00 pm Brett & Doug Gansen, Jim Schlangen, 

  Joe Voigt 

Sun 10:30 am Nick Preusser, Bob Kerestes,  

  John & Ray Thompson, 
 

Host Count 

Sat 5:00 pm Eileen Saldana 

Sun 10:30 am LuAnn Trutwin 
 

Body of Christ 

Sat 5:00 pm Bill Rauch 

Sun 10:30 am Paula Kampa 
 

Blood of Christ 

Sat 5:00 pm Pat Rauch, Janice Martin,  

  Mary Lepinski, Eileen Saldana 

Sun 10:30 am Michele Hiscock, Joanne Karls,  

  Roseann Moeller, LuAnn Trutwin 

Communion at Home: 

Please call Mike Kampa 393-4223 
 

Mayhew Lake Ministry Schedule 
Lectors:   

Sun. JoAnn Marshall & Bob Rajkowski 

Eucharist:  

Sun. Dennis Emslander 

Ushers:   

Sun. Randy Mille(S), Julie Miller, Tim Thell, Renee 

 Thell, David Lentner 

Servers:  

Sun. Zach Hiemenz 

Greeters: 

Sun. Richard Cash 
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News for Both Parishes 
 

Prayer for the New Year  
Dear Lord, at the beginning of this New Year, 

I remember that you are a God of beginnings  

and endings.  You created the world, with all its 

eternal patterns.  Winter begins in frost, and 

ends in Spring's thaw.  Spring begins in new, 

green life, ending in Summer's heat.  Summer 

begins in sunshine, and ends in Autumn's 

breezes.  And Autumn's color leads to the white 

of Winter again.  As another year ends and be-

gins in our lives, help us to remember that you 

have made a world of cycles.  When fortune turns 

to trials, or hardship turns to joy, help me take 

delight in the life I've received from you. 

Remind me that I will one day pass from this 

world and enter a new life like those who've gone 

before me. Amen. 

 

Please note the Sunday  

morning Mass Times switch 

locations on January 8th.   

The 8:30am Mass will be at 

Mayhew Lake and the 

10:30am Mass will be at Rice.  

This new schedule will remain 

through the end of June 2012. 

Question of the Week 
 

What would help me give God more room  

and time in my life? 

   Daily Scripture 
       Readings for 
            January 1-8, 2012 
 
Sunday:  Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Jn 1:29-34 

Wednesday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (Memorial) 

  1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42 

Thursday: St. John Neumann (Memorial) 

  1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51 

Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 

  or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 


