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PASTORAL REFLECTIONS 
by Father Tim 

 

 

 

   I plan to be on vacation the week of July 6-11.   I plan to  

       spend some time at my house near Randall which will give  

                                  me an opportunity to visit my family, relatives and friends in  

              the Randall and Little Falls area.  My house is located near my 

brother’s farm, in the country, surrounded by woods.  One of my brothers lives right 

across the road from my house.  It  will also give me an opportunity to read, relax, and 

meditate.  I plan to do some reading on scripture, especially the Gospels.  I will also do 

some gardening.  At the present time I have flowers, tomatoes, and raspberries.  Any 

advice on gardening is always welcome.  On Saturday July 11, I will attend the Crosier 

Seminary reunion in Onamia.   
 

 While I am gone, Fr. Bob Harren from St. Stephen, will be on call for funerals, 

etc.,  For any concerns or emergencies, please call the parish office.  I’m sure every-

thing will go well.  Please pray that I will have a safe and productive vacation.  I will be 

back for the Masses on Sunday, July 12. 
 

 It has been two years since I came here as  pastor.  I am happy to be your 

pastor.  Thank you for your kindness and support.  I look forward to the coming year to 

preach the Gospel and celebrate the Sacraments with you.  
 

 This past Monday, June 29, I attended the ordination of two men from the 

Diocese to the transitional diaconate at the Cathedral of St. Mary in St. Cloud.  These 

two men are Scott Pogatchnik and Matthew Kuhn.  Both plan to continue on with 

preparation for ordination to the priesthood.  Please continue to pray for them as they 

journey toward that goal, next year. 
 

The Year For Priests Prayer for Vocations 

Good and gracious God, hear our prayer for an increase in priestly voca-

tions.  Touch the hearts of young men in our world today.  Instill in them 

a burning desire to serve you.  Give them the courage to answer your call 

with generous hearts. 
 

Reveal to them a vision of your Kingdom.  Help them to see the joy of priestly ministry.  

Lead them in the footsteps of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

We ask you to bless our seminarians and guide them on the path toward priesthood.  

Strengthen them as they are educated and formed in the duties and responsibilities 

of the priesthood.  Help them to become faithful servants and leaders in the Church 

today.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns now and forever.  Amen. 
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Future Events 
July 12    Coffee & rolls after Mass       

                             *Funeral Lunch Group 2 to serve* 
July 18 & 19   Summerfest 

Aug. 9-13   Vacation Bible School 

Aug. 16    Annunciation Parish Picnic 

Nov. 1-5   Parish Mission 
 

Congratulations to:  Ashton Clifford,  

son of Jeremiah and Lisa Meehl.   

He was welcomed into our parish family 

through the sacrament of Baptism on  

Sunday, June 28, 2009.  
 

Congratulations to Ernest & Delores 

Popp who are celebrating their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary. May God Bless 

you with many more years together. 
 

Parish Council 
Nominations are being taken for the Parish Council at  

this time.  Parishioners may nominate other parishioners 

or themselves.  Names may be submitted to the parish 

office by July 9, 2009.  Nominees must be confirmed,  

and active members of the parish.  
 

Vacation Bible School Needs: 

During VBS (August 9-13), the children will be doing craft 

projects. We are asking you to save your empty baby food 

jars that are 4.5 oz. or larger and empty, clear, non-

colored, 16-20oz. water or pop bottles. Please bring them 

to church on one of the weekends after Summerfest. 

There will be containers in the Gathering Space where you 

can put them. We’ll need 150 of them, so please start 

saving now. Thank you! 
 

Thank you to all who donated to 

or bought items at our bake 

sale this past weekend.  The 

proceeds of $137.00 will be put 

toward our debt reduction. Your generosity is appreciated. 
 

Volunteers needed for Scrip  

Planning to attend 5pm Mass on a regular basis?  We 

would like to know who would be willing to help out selling 

scrip.  Limited time commitment, easy to do and no ex-

perience required.  If you are able to help out, please call 

Jim & Roseann Moeller at 393-2046.  Scrip will not be 

sold the weekend of Summerfest, July 18 & 19 after 

Masses but is available at the parish office M-F 8am-4pm. 

Immaculate Conception News 

Adult Sunday ....................................................... $3,387.00 

Loose Plate ............................................................. $214.25 

Other Income ............................................................ $20.30 

Total Received for Debt Retirement ...................... $140.00 

Bake Sale................................................................ $137.00 

Penney Pledge .......................................................... $10.79 

Total Income Last week ...................................... $3,909.34 
 

To meet budget per week ñ $5,754.00-this includes 

 monthly loan payment ($2,611.00 ) 
 

Year to Date Income ...................................... $270,262.62 

Year to Date Expenses ................................... $263,994.68 

Loan Balance (as of 06-01-09) ..................... $282,525.73 
 

During this time, we celebrate the independence of our 

country.  We would do well to echo the psalmist, saying, òOur 

eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for His mercy.ó  May we 

always recognize and use wisely the gifts of freedom and 

abundance He has showered upon us.  

Stewardship Blessings 

Summerfest  July 18 & 19 
Reminders:  

The success of Summerfest depends on 

all parishioners helping out!  Please sign 

up to work a shift on the sheets posted in 

the hall. Everyone who is able is asked to work a shift.  

Confirmation students, this is a fun way to put in 

some of your service hours!    

We would like to thank Alvin & Elaine Kloss for 

financially sponsoring the Kids Pedal Tractor Pull 

again this year.  Your generous support is greatly 

appreciated! 

Please turn in the tickets you have sold for the 2009 

Polaris 4-Wheeler raffle. If you haven’t  purchased a 

ticket yet, or would like a book to sell, please visit the 

Scrip table, or stop by the parish office. 

The Silent Auction stand still needs items. New or next 

to new items are needed.  Handcrafted items such as:  

crocheted doilies, bird houses, ceramics, table 

runners, sweatshirts, embroidered dish towels etc. 

are popular items that festival goers like to watch for! 

If you have an item you would like to donate for our 

auction, especially quilts, sports tickets, garden items, 

tents, picnic tables; all of which are good sellers, 

please contact Sue Frank or the parish office.  

As you do your summer cleaning, please remember 

Grandma’s Attic.  Any basic garage items sell well.     

Please turn in your Grand Raffle tickets as you sell 

them. Try and sell as many as possible.   

Please remember the list of possible items to donate 

to each of the stands.  Donate what you can. A list is 

posted in the fellowship hall. 

June Debt Reduction Details 

Debt Retirement Donations…………….……….………$2,230.00 

($381.00 short of $2611.00 Payment)  

Penney Pledge…………………………………………..………..$10.79 

Bake Sale……………………………………………….……..….$137.00 

Total Debt Retirement Received in June…...…….$2,377.79 

An additional principal payment of $250.00(from Scrip  

Program) made in June. 



Fr. Tim on Vacation 
Fr. Tim will be on vacation July 6-11.  There 

will be no Mass on Tuesday and Thursday, 

but there will be Communion Services.  If 

there is an emergency please contact the 

office. 

 

Diocesan Ministry Day  
Reminder—Early registration deadline is August 14.  If you 

register by then it is $50, after the 14th, it is $60. 

 

Summerfest 
Immaculate Conception Church in Rice invites you to 

Summerfest July18th & 19th, 2009.  Events kick off 

Saturday with a Guitar Mass outside at 5 pm, followed by 

a Street Dance with live music by "Custom Blend ", 7 – 

11pm.  Enjoy an outdoor Polka Mass under the pine trees 

Sunday morning at 10:30am, July 19th with music by the 

PolkaMASSters.  Plan on staying the rest of the day for 

great food and fun for everyone!  See www.iccrice.org for 

further details. 

 

College Information Session 
Catholic Aid Association is offering a College Information 

Session for students who are going to college for the first 

time. We’ll take a look at what to expect when students 

are going away to college and there will be a panel of 

college student there to answer questions. This event is 

open to Catholic youth groups and any student that might 

be interested.  

The workshop will address the following questions: 

*What Can I Expect the First Year? ::  

*Who Am I and What Do I Believe? :: 

*Who will I Surround Myself With? :: 

*Student Panel on the Practics :: 

The event is taking place at the University of St. Thomas, 

2115 Summit Avenue, Saint Paul, MN, Murray Herrick 

Room 155 on August 8th starting at 8:45am until noon 

with lunch following. Registration is requested $10 

registration includes materials and lunch, payable to 

Catholic Aid Association. Online registration is available at 

www.catholicaid.org/links/collegeinfo. 
 

Weekly Events 
July 4 & 5 Mass times change 

Mon, July 6 6:30pm  Youth Choir practice 

Sat., July 11 7:00pm       Youth Choir sings at  

    Mass 

Future Events 
July 14  7:00pm  Parish Council Meeting 

July 18 & 19 Summerfest in Rice 

Aug. 9-13 Vacation Bible School in Rice 

Aug. 16  Annunciation Parish Picnic 

Nov. 1-5 Parish Mission 
 

Annunciation Softball  
July 8th—games at Graham  

 6:00pm—Orioles vs. Graham 1  

 7:15pm—Tigers vs. Graham 2 

July 9th—games at Annunciation 

 6:00pm—Bluejays vs. Cubs 

 7:15pm—Graham 1 vs. Twins 
 

Parish Picnic 
The Parish Council will meet on Tues., July 14th to plan 

for the Parish Picnic and Parade.  If you have any com-

ments or suggestions, please contact a parish council 

member or the office. 
 

Vacation Bible School 
Don’t forget to register your children for Vacation Bible 

School on Aug. 9-13.Go to www.iccrice.org for more infor-

mation. 
 

Confirmation Catechists 
We are in need of some people to volunteer to be Confir-

mation Catechists for this fall.  Please contact Shirley if 

you are willing to help out. 
 

Church Festival 
St. Benedict’s Parish Faith Community in Avon is sponsor-

ing its annual Summer Festival on Sunday, July 12.  The 

event starts with Mass at 10:30am and continues all day 

with the raffle drawing at 7:30pm.  Games, Bingo, Dunk 

Tank, Quilt Auction at 3pm and live music all day.   Lots of 

food & fun for the whole family!  Something for everyone! 
 

Happy Birthday!  
 

Julie Bzdok (7-5) 

Rita Knott, Brenda Martinson & Catherine 

Thielen (7-6) 

Steve Bemboom, Delores Brown, Bruce 

David & Suzanne Emslander (7-7) 

Cory Montag & Gregg Pflipsen (7-8) 

Joan Lyon (7-9) 

Lisa Montag & Kevin Scheel (7-10) 

Carolyn Baune & Diane Walker (7-11) 
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Adult Sunday ....................................................... $2,545.00 

Loose Plate ............................................................. $148.75 

Funeral Fund ............................................................ $80.00 

Youth ......................................................................... $43.48 

Total Income Last week ...................................... $2,817.23 

http://www.iccrice.org/


Rice Mass Schedule 
Wed 8:00 am No Mass  

Fri 8:00 am No Mass  

Sat 5:00 pm People of the Parishes  

Sun 8:30 am Al & Renee Helmin 

    50th Wedding Anniversary   
 

Ministry Schedule 
Week of July 6-12th 

Cantor 

Sat 5:00 pm Rebecca Trana 

Sun 8:30 am Mark Kosloske, Marc Kelash 

Lector 

Sat 5:00 pm Rachel & Wendell Mohs 

Sun 8:30 am Bobby & Rose Deters 

Servers 

Sat 5:00 pm Jesse & Nick Popp 

Sun 8:30 am Jack Eisenschenk, Jacob Deters 

Greeters 

Sat 5:00 pm Ray Thompson, Angela Stanger 

Sun 8:30 am Linda Langer 

Ushers 

Sat 5:00 pm Duane Cekalla, Joe Voigt, 

  Steve Fiedler, Doug Gansen 

Sun 8:30 am Allen & Caleb Voigt, 

  Denny Popp, Bill Gutzkow 

Host Count 

Sat 5:00 pm Janice Martin 

Sun 8:30 am Alex Langer 

Body of Christ 

Sat 5:00 pm Francis Januschka 

Sun 8:30 am Mary Lepinski 

Blood of Christ 

Sat 5:00 pm Mardelle Pintok, Joyce Patton, 

  Pat & Bill Rauch 

Sun 8:30 am Theresa Eisenschenk, Alex Langer, 

  Cassandra Beierman, JoAnn West 
 

Communion at Home: 

Please call John Gottwalt 584-5291 

 

Mayhew Lake Mass Schedule 
Tues 8:30 am  Communion Service 

Thurs 8:30 am  Communion Service 

Sat 7:00 pm  +Julianna Kahl 

Sun 10:30 am          +Roman Rieland 
 

Mayhew Lake Ministry Schedule 
Lectors:  

Sat. Sarah Janson & Bob Rajkowski 

Sun. Don Kainz & Judy Kiffmeyer 

Eucharist:  

Sat. Clara Knettel 

Sun. Jane Dietman(h) & Anita Montag(hc) 

Ushers:  

Sat. Tom(S), Barb & Jeremy Brand & Cory Pekarek 

Sun. Bob(S) & Bonnie Popp & Jeff & Lisa Popp 

Servers:  

Sat. Thomas Skaja & Elizabeth Hinkemeyer 

Sun. Matt & Katie Dietman 
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News for Both Parishes 
 

Vacation Bible School  
The theme this year is Crocodile 

Dock, a fun-filled week of learning 

and sharing about all the ways we 

see God at work in our lives. Eve-

nings of August 9-13 from 6:30 to 

8:30pm, children ages 3 through 

those completing 5th grade are invited to participate. 

We ask that you pre-register each child on a form 

available at the church or on the website at 

www.iccrice.org; then click on VBS 2009. It will take 

you to a page where you can register and sign up to 

volunteer. We need crew leaders and helpers for vari-

ous stations. There are also sign up sheets for this at 

each participating church. Sign up soon as registra-

tions will be capped at 30 preschoolers and 120 ele-

mentary children! If you have any questions contact 

Shirley Scapanski or Pat Spence. 

Readings for the Week of July 5, 2009 

Sunday:            Ez 2:2-5/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1-6a 

Monday:           Gn 28:10-22a/Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday:          Gn 32:23-33/Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday:    Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday:        Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Mt 10:7-15 

Friday:           Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday:        Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Mt 10:24-33 

Next Sun:  Am 7:12-15/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13 

Question of the Week 
 

What is one thing I can do this week to grow 

in confidence that God guides my life? 

Jesus said to them, ―A prophet is not without honor 

except in his native place and among his own kin 

and in his own house.‖ So he was not able to per-

form any mighty deed there, apart from curing a 

few sick people by laying his hands on them.  

- Mk 6:4-5 

http://www.iccrice.org/

